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                    June 1, 2022            

  6:30 PM 

  

 The regular meeting of the Monroe Township Planning Commission was called to order 

by Chairperson Nelson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. 
 

  

ATTENDANCE 

 

Sharon Nelson, Chairperson   Greg Rogalski, Engineer   

Sheldon Brymesser, Vice-Chairman  Matt Bugli, Solicitor 

Mark Swartz, Secretary   Holly Wood, Recording Secretary 

David DeNicholas      

 
                     

MINUTES 

 

 On the motion of Mr. DeNicholas, and seconded by Mr. Swartz, and by unanimous 

vote of the Planning Commission members present, it was duly RESOLVED to approve the 

minutes of the May 4, 2022 regular meeting. 
 

 

CORRESPONDENCE      

  

 None 

 

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION    

 

 None   

 

Ms. Nelson announced an agenda order change to move new business before the 

unfinished business to better accommodate presenters of plans. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

 Pat McKonley was present to speak on the proposed conditional use plan for the approval 

of 2 flag lots at a proposed 8-lot subdivision at 1301 W. Trindle Road.  He noted that they had 

received the Engineer’s comments dated May 27, 2022 and had no issues with the comments. 

 

 Mr. Rogalski briefly went over his comments dated May 27, 2022 noting that he wanted 

to bring light to some potential hurdles with the plan.  One major item being that since Old Stone 

House and W. Trindle Roads are higher travelled State roads, he is suggesting that the applicant 

have PennDOT review the project prior to the conditional use hearing.  Mr. Rogalski would also 

like to see a condition of approval to be that any building on the northwest lot be pushed to the 

southern most setback line to accommodate the required clear site triangle and the floodplain 
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ordinance. 

 

 Ms. Nelson asked if the plan was to keep the existing house and barn.  Mr. McKonley 

stated that they did plan to keep the house, but the barn is pretty rough and would probably need 

to be removed.  Mr. Rogalski reminded the commission that tonight’s review was only about 

acting on the flag lot issue, he noted the actually subdivision plan would come to them later. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Nelson, and seconded by Mr. DeNicholas, and by unanimous 

vote of the Planning Commission members, it was duly RESOLVED to recommend 

approval of the 1301 W. Trindle Road Conditional Use application contingent on 

satisfaction of the Engineer’s comments dated May 27, 2022 with the clear condition that 

any building on the northwest corner lot be pushed to the southern-most building setback 

line to accommodate the clear site triangle and the Monroe Township Floodplain 

Ordinance.  

  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

  

Zoning Ordinance Update 

 

 Mr. Rogalski asked the planning commission to review Article 4 of the proposed zoning 

ordinance update as “homework” at the May Planning Commission meeting and is looking for 

any comments that the Planning Commission has on this section. 

 

Ms. Nelson provide written comments to Mr. Rogalski and then lead discussion on the 

specific items listed in her comments as listed below: 

 

• Section 4.01- Accessory Buildings & Use – requested clarification on items D.3.a 

& b, as they did not make sense as written.  It was explained that at least item b. 

was to meant to keep structures from encroaching on alley cartways. 

• Section 4.03 – Building Demolition – Ms. Nelson wants to see benefits to save 

historic properties, not penalties.  Discussion led to the fact that the only place 

benefits truly apply is in a subdivision or land development process.  Mr. 

Rogalski noted that there is a current provision for a Historic Conversion option 

in all the zoning districts for historic structures that can be utilized through a 

Conditional Use approval. 

• Section 4.27 – Public Utility Structures – Ms. Nelson noted that she would like to 

see the language of the current Zoning Ordinance kept with regard to matching 

the architecture of the zoning district/neighborhood. 

• Ms. Nelson asked if Mr. Brymesser and Mr. Swartz felt the list of Poisonous 

Plants was complete.  The only added suggestion, though not a poisonous plant, 

was to add Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense) as it is invasive and should be 

controlled.  Mr. Brymesser asked if there were regulations for developments to 

keep undeveloped area mowed.  Mr. Rogalski said the there is regulations for this, 

and the grass height does not become an issue until it is approximately 12 inches 

or more high. 
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• Section 4.33. C. with regard to height restrictions on courts.  After some 

discussion it was agreed that this section could be removed. 

• Section 4.37. – Unenclosed Storage – Ms. Nelson felt that the storage of travel 

trailers and such should not be prohibited in the Village zoning district.  She feels 

it should be regulated the same way it is regulated in the Suburban Residential 

zone. 

• Section 4.39 – Village District Design Standards – Ms. Nelson would appreciate 

the author being sited for the publication titled Architectural Design for 

Traditional Neighborhoods on page 214. 

• Section 4.42. B. 4 – Yard Requirements – Ms. Nelson requested this section be 

removed as it seems to prohibit flower beds at the front of a property 

 

Ms. Nelson noted the draft Use Table that was provided at tonight’s meeting and asked 

the members to review this information for the July meeting.  She also noted that Mr. Rogalski 

would not be at the July meeting, but Mr. Truax would be to discuss concerns. 

 

Mr. Rogalski noted that members would notice some reviving of the use of Special 

Exceptions in the Use Table.  He noted that Special Exception request go to the Zoning Hearing 

Board for action, and that the planning commission members do not get to weigh in on those 

requests.  Conditional Use requests are very similar, but the Board of Supervisors make a ruling 

on those requests and can impose additional conditions of approval. Conditional Use requests are 

presented to the planning commission prior to the hearing, and any recommendation by the 

planning commission is included in the hearing documents. 

 

Mr. Rogalski also noted that the Definitions and Signs sections would be coming to the 

commission for their review in July, but he asked that everybody be prepared to talk about the 

Use Table at the July meeting. 

  

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

  None 
 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 

 None  

   

ADJOURN 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Brymesser, and seconded by Mr. Swartz, and by unanimous 

vote of the members it was duly RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 PM.  

 

       

Respectfully submitted,     

      Holly S. Wood 

      Recording Secretary 


